RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
faced." No folds of surplus fat have deformed his
figure. Unlike those of some others, his features are a
gift to a skilful photographer, instead of a desperate
problem. It is hardly to be supposed that the mana-
gers of the Tory Party have forgotten the qualities
Eden displayed in the Sales Department when the
League of Nations was being sold at the General
Election of 1935. It has been said that back-benchers
would go up to him before and after the campaign
saying,"You did me a lot of good in my constituency."
Besides objections to his policy there is inevitably
the jealousy stimulated by success in a young man.
But this pill has been swallowed before. There cannot
be much more resentment at his becoming Prime
Minister in 1942 than at his having been Foreign
Secretary in 1936. But you need something more than
presentability to be the democratic leader of the Party
of Power and Education. Has Mr. Eden that quality
which Kipling described as "essential guts"? To put
the matter even more brutally, is he too much of a
"gentleman" to trample down rivals and opponents?
Some kind of answer can be found in his language
and bearing on critical occasions. It is worth while
reading his speech of resignation on 2ist February,
1938. It was dignified and well expressed. It was free
from complaint or recrimination. In the light of
Germany's violent entry into Austria less than three
weeks afterwards one passage seems ominous and
significant. "I should not be frank with the House
if I were to pretend that it (i.e., the opening of
negotiations with Italy) is an isolated issue as between
the Prime Minister and myself. It is not. Within the
last few weeks upon one most important decision of
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